
N
ov

em
be

r, 
20

10
 

From the Principal’s Office  by Mary Holtorf, Principal of Schools
I had the pleasure of 
teaching for Father Parrott 
in his 9-12th grade religion 
classes last Thursday.  I 
decided to tackle the issue 
of bullying in schools.  
This topic has received a 
lot of media attention lately 
with the suicides of the 
victims of bullying.  My 
objectives for the day were 
to talk about what bullying 
is, what role technology 
plays in cyberbullying, and 
what Catholic young 
people can do about it.

I started out the class 
referencing the Matthew 
7:12, “Do unto others as 
you would have them do 
unto you.”  This powerful 
quote says it all.  Treating 
others as you want to be 
treated is an essential skill 
that must be taught in our 
schools.  

After teaching for the day, 
I realized that bullies donʼt 
always see the problem, 
that students who have 
not been bullied do not 
see the problem, and that 
it is not a problem that can 
be swept under the rug by 
saying, “That never 
happens here at Pacelli.”  I 
think it is important for 
students to understand 
that not only does bullying 
happen in school, it can 
happen in the workplace, 
in a relationship, or in a 
friendship. 

We finished up the class 
by talking about how we 
can help someone who is 
being bullied.  We talked 
about how a supportive 
family and friend group is 
very important.  If a 
student is being bullied 
they need to talk about it 
with a trusted adult.  My 

door is always open for a 
student to come in with 
their concerns.

We take “bullying” very 
seriously at Pacelli.  
Students need to be 
taught how to treat others 
in a kind and respectful 
way.  Many examples they 
witness on television or in 
movies are not kind and 
respectful.  Parents can 
help by being an example 
of how to treat others in a 
kind way (even when you 
get angry) and being 
careful about the television 
shows young people are 
watching. Together we can 
help the bullies, the 
victims and the bystanders 
know what the “right” 
response is to bullying.

Sincerely,

Mary P. Holtorf

Campus Connections
Pacelli Catholic Schools Newsletter

Mission Statement:
The Pacelli Catholic 

Schools are a ministry 
of the Catholic 

parishes connecting 
faith and learning. We 
provide a welcoming 

environment that 
respects students. We 

challenge them to 
reach their full 
potential while 

preparing them for 
higher learning 

opportunities, guiding 
students in becoming 

witnesses to the 
Gospel as disciples of 

Jesus Christ.
The youth of the 
Pacelli Catholic 

Schools will become 
salt of the earth and 
light for the world by 
serving the church 
and community.

What is your role at Pacelli?  
Director of Maintenance; Project 
Manager and Staff Training for 
Health & Safety
How many years have you 
worked at the Catholic Schools?  
In February, I will have been here 
for 39 years.
What do you think makes our 
school unique?  
Our schools are unique because 
everyone knows everyone by their 
first name.
What is your favorite book?  
I like any home repair and 
improvement book.
What is your favorite vacation 
spot?

There is no one place in particular 
that is my favorite – I enjoy 
anywhere as long as I’m with my 
family or friends.
Favorite Holiday and why?
Christmas is my favorite – I enjoy 
giving and seeing the joy of the 
season.
Hobbies? 
 Woodworking, walking, working 
in the yard, and fishing.
Coke vs. Pepsi
 Coke
  
Books vs. Movies
Movies
AM Person vs. Night Owl  

 
 
 Night Owl
Popcorn vs. Candy Bars 

 
 
 Candy Bars
Email vs. Snail Mail  

 
 
 Mail

I always enjoy receiving mail – it is 
more personal.


Staff Spotlight:  

      Denny Trueter



DEVELOPMENT NEWS...
 Congratulations to our September SCRIP Challenge winners:
1st Place - $100 JCPenney gift card - Patrick Andera
2nd Place - $25 Games People Play gift card - Linda Enstad
3rd Place - $10 in SCRIP of their choice - Faye Bollingberg
Please consider SCRIP for holiday gifts!  It's easy and convenient - be sure to request free gift wrapping for holiday SCRIP gifts!

Walkathon Results:
We raised over $21,500!
PRIZES:

· Student with most pledges in PCES:  Cormac Smith - $335.  Cormac won $50 in SCRIP of his choice. Student with most 
pledges in Pacelli M.S./H.S.:  Three way tie with $200 each between Betsy Ettinger, Jackson Herold, and Matthew 
Kasel.  Each won $25 in SCRIP of their choice.

· Family with most pledges:  Pete and Diane Christopherson (Abigail, Kylee, and Kayla) Family with $594 in pledges.  The 
Christophersonʼs won a $25 gift certificate to Steveʼs Pizza.

· 2nd Grade (Mrs. Bambrick) and 7th Grade (Mr. Zielke) were the classes with the highest pledge average per student.  2nd 
Grade raised an average of $96.43 per student, and 7th Grade raised an average of $61.24.  These classes won a 
party hosted by Mrs. Holtorf and the Development Office.  Mrs. Bambrick and Mr. Zielke also each won $25 in SCRIP 
of their choice. 

Special thanks to the following:
· Jennifer Moriarty, Michelle Christenson, Sarah Nuss, Barb Mitchell, and Linda Keenan for helping with set-up and clean-up.
· PCES Cafeteria for the flexibility in lunch schedules.
· Shirley Marx, Erin Evans, and Laura Sheedy for behind-the-scenes help.
· Teachers and Staff for helping during the Walkathon, encouraging students to collect pledges and helping to make the Walkathon 

fun for students.
· Everyone who made pledges.
· All of the students and parents for taking the time to collect pledges and for participating in the Walkathon to pick up trash and to 

celebrate our school.
· Jeanne Sheehan for providing the trash/recycling bags.
· Y Waste Removal Inc., for providing a dumpster for our trash collection.
· Mower County Recycling Center for helping out with our recycling.
 
Magazines:
Magazine sales kicked off on Oct. 27.  First turn-in date is Tues. Nov. 2, and final turn-in date is Wed., Nov. 10.  Three are three 
parts to the sale:  online sales (order at www.qsp.com), postcard booklets, and catalog sales.  Please contact Holli Mayer at the 
Development Office with questions - 437-8908 or hjmayer@austincatholic.org.
 
Winter Gala - Save the Date - The Winter Gala is scheduled for Saturday, February 5.  Everyone is invited, and it is a celebration at 
the end of Catholic Schools Week, as well as a time for recognition of staff employment milestones.  Look for more information to 
come!

Congratulations Mr. & Mrs. Korfhage! Welcome Banning Brooks Korfhage!
10-2-2010

http://www.qsp.com/
http://www.qsp.com/
mailto:hjmayer@austincatholic.org
mailto:hjmayer@austincatholic.org


How Would You Spend $190 
Million?

submitted by School Nurse, Dorothy Meyer

The tobacco industry thinks youʼre worth it.  They 
spend that much every year in Minnesota on 
marketing their products.  They want to get you 
addicted to their products, especially if youʼre a 
young person.  Tobacco companies want to increase 
the number of youth using tobacco because they 
need new people to replace their other customers 
who are dying.  In Minnesota, more than 5,500 
people die every year of tobacco-related diseases.

The tobacco companies are currently introducing 
new products to make tobacco more enticing.

E-cigarettes look like a regular cigarette but they are 
battery operated and electronically vaporize an 
inhaled solution that contains nicotine and other 
chemicals.  They come in varying colors and in 
candy flavors like apple, cherry and chocolate to be 
more appealing.  At this time, there is no law against 
them in the US but they have been banned in 
Canada and Australia.

Other new products are sticks, orbs and strips.  
These are made of finely milled tobacco.  When 
placed in the mouth, they dissolve and release 
significant amounts of nicotine.  Orbs look like a 
small mint or TicTac and have packaging that is 
similar.  Strips look like a breath-freshening strip and 
also have similar packaging.  Sticks look like a 
toothpick.  These products all contain tobacco and 
carry the same risks as tobacco in more traditional 
forms.

The tobacco companies are willing to pay big bucks 
to get you addicted.  If they hook you, are you willing 
to pay the price--your health and your life.     

The Pacelli High School and Middle School Drama Department will be 
presenting the play American Idle on Friday, November 19th and on 
Saturday, November 20th in the Pacelli Auditorium.  Both shows will be 
at 7pm.  Admission will be Adults $5, Students and Staff $3 and Family 
$15.   

This play was written by Craig Sodaro and will be performed under the 
direction of Drama Director, Lucas Johnson and Assistant Director, 
Barb Kasel.  Technology helper is Michael McQueen and costume 
helper is Lucy Rodriguez.  Cast includes; Bruno Slacker - Colton 
Scherer, Kitty Slacker - Madeline Kraemer, Sheila Noes - Annie Holtz, 
Sheila Noes Assistant - Emily De la Cruz, Britney Starr - Stephanie 
Kocer, Hillary Glamm - Sarah Holtz, Lavender Blossom - Sarah Kahle, 
Jock Wanabee - Drew Chapek, Chow Down Goo - Thomas Mueller, 
Todd Khool - John Ethen, Jake Black - Justin Servellon, Dee Zine - 
Jessica McQueen, Nurse Nancy - Abby Leif, Dusty Broom - Katherine 
Ethen, Chick Pea - Spencer Holtorf, Josh - Max Brennan, 
Photographer - Maggie Leif, Worker - Katie McQueen, Extra Worker - 
Brooke Weinmann, Extra Worker - Mitzi Medina, Cameraperson - 
Tehya Kvam, Dr. Schlepp - Bennett Kraemer and Dr. Schlupp - 
Anthony Servellon.  

In this play Dr. Bruno Slacker has been trying to find his way to Easy 
Street all his young life.  Having pursued one harebrained scheme 
after another to get rich quick, heʼs finally hit on a scheme heʼs sure 
will work!  Convinced Americans work and worry too much, Bruno 
claims (on national television, no less!) that if theyʼd only become idle, 
theyʼd live longer.  To prove his point, he invites eight ambitious 
subjects to spend a week in “Idle House,” his version of “Real World.”  
The eight contestantsʼ mission is to learn to live without goals, a 
seemingly impossible task for these go-getting young adults, including 
college students, cheerleaders, entrepreneurs and an interior 
decorator that instantly sets off to redecorate Idle House!  Nurse 
Nancy, a former drill sergeant, is to make sure that if any subjectʼs vital 
signs go up too high, theyʼre kicked out of Idle House.  Any subjects 
who can last the week will split a million dollar prize.  Unfortunately, 
Bruno doesnʼt have a million dollars, his mother is trying to undermine 
his project, and his subjects canʼt quite leave the real world behind 
them - sneaking boyfriends, assistants and partners into the picture to 
complicate his experiment.  

All ages will enjoy this show.  This play will have you rolling in the 
aisles by the time this wacky challenge reaches its conclusion and only 
one surprising subject is left standing.  We hope everyone will come 
out and see the show. You wonʼt want to miss it!



Pacelli Catholic Schools Meet Our President: 
Father Tupper                             

Father Dale Tupper is the President of the Pacelli Catholic Schools.  This is his first year 
serving in this capacity, but he comes with a vast amount of experience from the many 
schools he has worked.  Father Tupper was the administrator at Lourdes for six years, 
Mankato for three years and Cotter for two years.  He also taught five years at Cotter.

When asked what makes Pacelli schools unique, he responded, “This school is like a 
family.  There are no cracks to fall through at Pacelli.  This is a true community with very 
involved commitment from parents, teachers, and students.”  He also believes that Pacelli 
is one of the most Catholic schools in the diocese with itʼs commitment to weekly Mass.

His responsibilities as President are to assist with the financial management of the schools, coordinate between 
boards (foundation, parish, trustees, and council), assist with personnel issues, own the mission of the school, and 
develop long term plans.  Father Tupper can be seen on a regular basis in our schools, it is blessing to have him 
involved in our schools.

Daily 5    submitted by Mrs. Zielke, 1st grade teacher
That was then; this is now….
If you walked into a classroom years ago during a literacy block, you may have seen children at their desks working on a 
worksheet, or an entire class choral reading from the same text despite the varying abilities, or even children working in small 
groups at what we call “centers.”  Chances are you would notice a child here or there who was off task, and a teacher who raced 
over to redirect him/her.  Unfortunately, this manner of teaching literacy made it difficult for a teacher to work with a small group 
of children or even an individual child while at the same time keeping the rest of the class engaged in meaningful literacy tasks.  
This year at Pacelli Elementary School, we are blessed to have a large portion of time set aside in our daily schedule for quality 
reading tasks!  As a staff, we have decided to use this time to incorporate a reading program called Daily 5.  
Daily 5 is a way of structuring our reading block so that every student is independently engaged in meaningful literacy tasks. 
These research-based tasks will have the biggest impact on student reading and writing achievement and they will help to further 
foster children who love to read and write. Students are given independent practice time to read and write while the teacher 
provides focused, intense instruction to individuals or small groups of students.  Once Daily 5 begins in the classroom, students 
will be fully engaged on a daily basis with one of the following five tasks: 

• Read to Self
• Work on Writing
• Read to Someone
• Listen to Reading
• Word Work. 

Daily 5 takes several weeks of intense focus in order to teach children each aspect and to build stamina so that they can move 
from one task to the next.  Once the children have mastered all five components individually, they are ready to begin Daily 5 in its 
entirety.  After the introduction phase, children choose each day which aspects of Daily 5 they would like to do.  During these 
independent work times, as teachers, we are able to pull small groups of children or individual children so that we can help them 
focus and target exactly what their reading needs are!  
Please feel free to stop in and talk with me more about Daily 5, or take a look at the wall outside of our classroom (Room 105) for 
more information.  We would also be happy to show you how Daily 5 works so you can understand what your child is sharing 
with you at home. 

Congratulations Garrett 
Jenkins!  Garrett was recently 

awarded KAAL TVʼs Prep 
athlete of the week.

The Lyle-Pacelli fullback 
works hard on and off the 

field.  He also steps up as a 
team leader and helps to 

motivate the other players on 
his team.  

Way to go Garrett!  We are 
proud of you!

Pacelli Senior’s Writing Skills Published
You probably recall reading previous entries to our newsletter from our very own 
student Stephanie Kocer.  Stephanie’s writing skills are being put to use for an even 
greater audience now.  She, along with other area students, has been selected by 
the Austin Post Bulletin to write a recurring column for the Post.  In her recent 
edition, “Holding court at Homecoming”, Stephanie shared with her audience about 
the traditions and things that make our school and our Homecoming traditions 
special.  We are proud of you Stephanie!  Keep up the great writing!



2nd 
Graders 

Visit 
Nature 
Center

Both second grades had a whole unit in science on apples 
and a trip to the Nature Center was a highlight of the unit. 
They learned about how seeds travel and  the life cycle of 
trees. They also did some cider pressing and got to bring a 
gallon of the cider back to the school to drink the next day.

Congratulations Miss Evans, um er, MRS. JOHNSON!
Pacelli Middle And High School secretary, Erin Ann was 

married on October 9th to Nick Johnson.  
Congratulations to both of you and may you be blessed 

with many years of happiness!

Saint of the Month
# According to legend, Cecilia was a young Christian of high rank promised in marriage to a Roman named 
Valerian.  Through her example he was converted, and was martyred along with his brother.
# Cecilia refused to sacrifice to the gods.  The judge condemned her to be smothered by steam.  She was shut in 
for a night and a day and the fires were heaped up and made to glow and roar their utmost, but Cecilia did not even 
break out into perspiration through the heat. God protected her.  Then the judge ordered a soldier to kill her with the 
sword.  He struck her 3 times, but did not cut off her head.  He left her bleeding, and she lived 3 days.  Crowds came to 
her and collected her blood with napkins and sponges while she preached to them or prayed.
# After receiving Holy Communion, she died in 117.  Cecilia is honored as the patroness of religious music.  She 
sang in her heart and sometimes with her voice.  She has become a symbol of the Churchʼs teaching that good music is 
an important part of the liturgy.
# Prayer:  Lord, hear our requests.  Through the intercession of Cecilia, please grant what we ask.  Amen.

Feast Day: November 22

Middle School Students Serve and Serve Some More!

The week leading up to MEA break may have been short, but it was meaningful for Pacelli Middle School students.  They didn’t 

spend the 2 and half days at desks, but out in the world making a difference.  On Tuesday, October 19th, the middle school 

students and staff boarded a bus bright and early for Eagan, Minnesota.  When they arrived at Feed My Starving Children 

they were educated on hunger around the world and how they can help make a difference.  And then they got to work.  

Breaking up into small groups, everyone worked diligently to pack up meals consisting of rice, soy, beans, and more for hungry 

children in Africa.  The group packed enough meals to feed 40 children for a year!

When owner of SuperFresh Produce approached middle school teachers about helping to plant a rain garden at the justice 

center, teachers knew that Wednesday, an early release day, would be full of service, learning and impact for the youth of 

Pacelli Middle School.  Students worked hard all morning long to plant 540 native plants at the Plaza Lot near Austin’s new 

Justice Center.  In addition to making the area beautiful, the garden will serve as a rain garden to help conserve water by 

keeping it where it was intended to fall.



   The following article has 
been submitted by Deacon 
Rich Aho. We are excited that 
our 3 Deacons:  Rich, John 
and Dave have wholeheart-
edly accepted our invitation 
to write monthly columns 
about the different parts of the 
Mass. In the future, their writ-
ings can be found in this 
newsletter under “Deacon’s 
Dialogue”. 
   In order to go through 
the rites of our Mass, we 
need a short reminder of 
the history behind it.  The 
Mass was born at the Last 
Supper, where the Lord 
took bread and wine and 
commanded his apostles to 
“do this in memory of me”.  
It was foretold in the Old 

Testament when the priest 
Melchizedek offered bread 
and wine to the Lord God. 

   In the early church, there 
was some liturgical uni-
formity in how the Mass 
was celebrated, but not 
absolute uniformity.  Litur-
gical books were being 
used by the middle of the 
4th century, and possibly 
by the end of the 3rd, but 
the earliest text dates from 
the 7th century.  Musical 
notation was not used in 
the western church until 
the 9th century when the 
Gregorian chants were 
codified.  Up until then, the 
only book to be used was 
the Bible from which the 

lessons were read.  Psalms 
and the Lord’s Prayer were 
known by heart, otherwise 
the prayers were extempore, 
or at will. 

   There was little that was 
done as ceremonial, in the 
sense that we use the term 
today.  The lessons were 
read from a convenient place 
where they could be heard, 
and bread and wine brought 
to the altar at the appropriate 
time.  All was done with the 
greatest reverence and re-
spect and became established 
customs, in other words li-
turgical actions were becom-
ing ritualized. 

Next month: The Introduc-
tory Rites 

Already? Yes, just like sum-
mer and winter are some 
seasons we will see next 
year in 2011, Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter and 
Ordinary Time are the sea-
sons that make up our litur-
gical year. These seasons 
and feasts invite us to 
deepen our relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

   So just like January will 
start the New Year on the 
calendar...the new Liturgical 
Year will start the firs Sun-
day of Advent, Nov. 28. So 

Happy New Year!  Advent is 
the Church’s joyful time of 
longing and preparing for the 
celebration of the birth of 
our Savior Jesus Christ.  

   There are 4 Sundays in 
Advent and the liturgical 
color of the season is violet 
or purple. The third Sunday 
of Advent, called Rejoice 
Sunday (or Gaudete Sunday) 
is the exception. Rose-
colored vestments will be 
worn for this joyful Sunday 
and the rose-colored candle 
will be lit on the Advent 

wreath. 

   Since Advent is a season 
of waiting, relfection and 
longing, we do not say the 
Gloria (a song of praise). 
The Gloria is reserved for 
the season of true happi-
ness and praise, Christmas. 

   So this Advent, instead 
of preparing to receive 
many gifts from Santa 
Claus, prepare and em-
brace your hearts to 
“receive” Jesus Christ into 
this world. 

Happy  New  Year!! 

Catholic Corner 

Order of  the 
Mass 

Introductory Rites 
Liturgy of the      
Word 
Liturgy of the 
Eucharist 
Concluding Rites 

St. Martin de Porres 3 

St. Leo the Great  10 

St. Josaphat 12 

St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini 

13 

St. Gertrude 16 

St. Elizabeth of Hun-
gary 

17 

St. Cecilia 22 

St. St. Clement I 23 

St. Andrew, apostle 30 

November feast days  
for Saints: 

Pacelli Catholic School�’s Faith Committee presents . . . 

Do This in Memory of  Me 



PACELLI CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

NOMINEES: NOMINATED BY�… 

Nikki Wolfs Mrs. Wicks  
Mrs. Frederick 

Andrew Frederick Mrs. Schwab 
Mrs. Baker 

RyLeigh Anderson-
Kubicek 

Mrs. Schwab 
Mrs. Baker 

Justice Fisher Mrs. Schwab 
Mrs. Baker 

Lydia Drees Mrs. Schwab 
Mrs. Baker 

Maddison Hoesing Mrs. Taylor 

Hailee Kruse Mrs. Zielke 
 

Juan Arizpe, Jr. Mrs. Zielke 
 

Caitlin Drees Mrs. Valentine 

Molly Garry Mrs. Weinmann 
 

Lexi Soukup Mrs. Kristen Bambrick 
 

Vanessa Cotter Mrs. Ulland 
 

Carter King Mrs. Ulland 
 

Jordyn Aakre Mrs. Braaten 

Sarah Bachmeier Mrs. Braaten 
 

Logan Slezak Mrs. Wicks 

Ngor Deng Ms. Gees85 
 

OCTOBER 
NOMINEES: NOMINATED BY... 

Neftali Lopez Mrs. Jeannie Bambrick 

Tatyana Beck Mrs. Jeannie Bambrick 

Katherine Ethen Mrs. Lemar 

John Ferris Mrs. Lemar 

Anthony Servellon Mrs. Jeannie Bambrick 

Ben Aho Mr. Bowden 

Alena Kritzer Ms. Gutnik 

John Ethen Mr. Bowden 

Thomas Mueller Ms. Gutnik 

Stephen Juenger Mr. Parlin 

Isaac Koak Mr. Bowden 

Nyabang Diang Ms. Gutnik 

Justin Herold Mrs. Londino-Green 

Santiago Sanin Mr. Bowden 

Sahil Patel Mrs. Leif 

Norma Arredondo Mrs. Wicks 
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