Pacelli Catholic School

Home of the Shamrocks

311 4th Street NW

Austin, MN 55912

Mary P. Holtorf, Director of Austin Catholic Schools

Mission Statement

The Austin Catholic Schools are a ministry of the Catholic parishes connecting faith and learning. We provide a welcoming environment that respect students. We challenge them to reach their full potential while preparing them for higher learning opportunities, guiding students in becoming witnesses to the gospel as disciples of Jesus Christ.

The youth of the Austin Catholic Schools will become salt of the earth 

and light for the world by serving the Church and community.

Philosophy

The Austin Catholic Schools are committed to a balance between a quality system of education and the extension of faith in Jesus Christ through His Church. The Education offered through the Austin Catholic Schools is a flexible program integrating the academic, cultural, vocational, physical and spiritual development of its students.

Recognizing the unique talent of each individual, the Austin Catholic Schools seek to provide an atmosphere of academic excellence in all areas of our curriculum; helping students to develop the skills and tools needed for self discovery, interpersonal relationships, success in life, and Christian witness to others.

Academics

Pacelli Catholic School challenges each student in becoming an articulate, creative and independent learner. A student who attends Pacelli will find his/her coursework challenging, rewarding, and worthwhile.

All students must purchase a planner to help organize their day and to record assignments. Students are expected to complete homework on time and in a careful and complete manner. At the beginning of the semester, teachers will explain their policy on late work and make-up work as stated in their guidelines.

Mass
The central expression of the Catholic Faith is the celebration of Mass. All students, regardless of religious tradition, must attend weekly school masses. The level of participation may vary for different people, but everyone who is a student of Pacelli should participate with reverent presence.

Phone Numbers

Pacelli Office … 437-3278

Austin Catholic Elementary Office … 433-8859

Director of Development … 437-8908 or 438-5000

Pacelli Athletic Director…437-3278

Lyle-Pacelli Athletic Director … 325-2201

St. Augustine’s Church … 437-4537

St. Edward’s Church … 433-1841

Queen of Angel’s Church … 433-1888

Faith Formation (ACRE) … 437-3250

Academic Guidelines

Grading  The school year is divided into four quarters. Each quarter is considered a “marking period” in which students receive letter grades for each quarter. Letter grades given out to be calculated grade point average are as follows:

	
	A= 4.0
	A- = 3.7

	B+ =3.3
	B= 3.0
	B- = 2.7

	C+ =2.3
	C= 2.0
	C- = 1.7

	D+ =1.3
	D= 1.0
	D- =0.7

	
	F=0
	

	
	I=0
	


An Incomplete grade is assigned when a student has been ill for an extended period of time and/or has not completed all course work. The student has 2 weeks to complete all work or make arrangements with the appropriate staff. Certain courses may be graded P (pass) or F (fail), S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory).

Online Grading

Grades are available online which are updated weekly by the teachers. Parents are given an individual username and password in which to access the grades at the beginning of the school year. If you have any questions or need your password please contact Ms. Sheedy.

Honor Roll

Academic Honor Roll is based on a student’s grade point average (GPA) during each quarter. There are two levels of qualification:


            High Honor with a GPA of 4.0-3.5

Honor Roll with a GPA of 3.499-3.0

There is an Honor Roll Brunch for the entire school where we recognize those students who have achieved this status at the end of the first, second and third quarters. Students who are in violation of the cheating/plagiarism policy or any other student conduct policy are not eligible for Honor Roll that quarter. If a student is on the Honor Roll for three quarters in a school year they will receive a “P” for excellence in Academics.

Plagiarism Policy*

In keeping with our mission statement, Pacelli Catholic School calls for integrity in all situations. We believe that upholding these standards of high integrity follows Christ’s teachings. Students are expected to submit their own original work on all assignments unless the teacher requests collaboration. Plagiarism is the copying of another person’s ideas without citing your source from which the ideas come from. Plagiarism is the “wrongful act of taking the product of another person’s mind and presenting it as one’s own” (Alexander Lindey, Plagiarism and Originality qtd In Gibaldi 30)

*Consequences for Plagiarism (This policy starts in grade 9 and will follow the student throughout high school.)
First Offense

Student will receive a zero on the assignment

Call or conference with Parent/Guardian and student

Paper placed in students file with date and actions taken

Lose eligibility for Honor Roll for that quarter

Second Offense

Student receives a zero on the assignment-NO MAKEUP

Conference with Parent/Guardian and student

Paper placed in students file with date and actions taken

Lose eligibility for Honor Roll for that quarter

Lose eligibility or is withdrawn from the National Honor Society

Third Offense

Student receives a zero on the assignment-NO MAKEUP

Conference with Parent/Guardian and student

Paper placed in student’s file with date and actions taken

Failing Grade in the class

Cell Phone Policy for Grades 6-12

1st Offense

Student gets cell phone taken away for 24 hours.
Phone will be kept in the main office during the suspension.
Parent must pick up the cell phone in the main office at the end of the 24 hour suspension.
2nd Offense

Student gets cell phone taken away for 5 school days.
Phone will be kept in the main office during the suspension.
Parent must pick up the cell phone in the main office at the end of the school day following the 1 week suspension.
3rd Offense

Student gets cell phone taken away for 30 days from the date of the offense. 
Phone will be kept in the main office during suspension.
Parent must pick up the cell phone in the main office at the end of the school day following the period of suspension.

4th Offense 

Action for this offense will be at the discretion of the Director of Schools.

Grades 9-12 only: Students are allowed to use their cell phones during their lunch hour in designated areas. These designated areas include: first floor of Pacelli and outside the school. This does NOT include the St. A’s cafeteria. Phones will not be allowed in the elementary school building at any time.  

Drop/Add Policy
A student can drop or add without penalty within 3 class days of the start of a class. If a change would like to be made please see the office for a drop/add form that must be completed and returned within the 3 class days.

Graduation Requirements
Students must earn 24 credits for graduation. At Pacelli, 24 credits in four years is the minimum requirement, most students earn more. Credits must be earned in the following areas:


	Religion
	4 credits

	English
	4.5 credits

	Social Studies
	4 credits

	Mathematics
	3 credits

	Science
	3 credits

	Physical Education
	1 credit

	Health
	.5 credit

	Fine Art
	1 credit

	Electives
	3 credits


Transcripts
Official transcripts are sent to any college, vocational, technical school or employer upon request. There is no charge for current students. Former students and graduates will be charged a $5 fee per copy. 

Post-Secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO)

The PSEO program allows eligible juniors and seniors to take courses at Riverland Community College. Eligibility is determined by grade point average and earned credit standing. Once accepted by Riverland, the Accuplacer test must be passed (provided by the college). It is the responsibility of the student to let the Guidance Office know of their schedule as well as if a PSEO class is added or dropped. The program is designed to provide students who meet the program guidelines with a greater variety of offerings and the opportunity to pursue challenging course work at a college level If the student cannot maintain passing grades while participating in the PSEO program they will not be allowed to continue until their academic standing has been rectified. Tuition, fees and required textbooks are at NO cost to the students. Students interested should contact the Pacelli Counseling Office.

Extracurricular Opportunities

 Activities

(A)   Is an activity that we co-op with the Austin Public Schools

(L)    Is an activity that we co-op with the Lyle Public Schools

Sports






Other

Volleyball (L)

Softball (L)


Drama 

Cross Country

Track (L)


School Newspaper

Girls Tennis 

Golf (L)



School Yearbook

Football (L)

Boys Tennis (A)


Science Fair

Soccer (A)

Cheerleading 


Student Council






Basketball (L)





DAWN Project

Wrestling (A)





Band/Orchestra (A)

Hockey (A)





Pacelli Singers/LYRIX/Men’s Quartet

Swimming /Diving (A)




Campus Ministry



Baseball (L)





Student of the Month








Music Listening Contest








Christmas Basket Project

Activities Academic Eligibility
A student involved in any school activity must receive a passing grade in each academic class at midterm and at the end of each quarter. If a student receives a failing grade (F or below) at that time they have 5 schools days to improve the grade to a passing grade. If the grade remains a failing grade at the end of these 5 days, the student will be declared ineligible. This includes all school activities and public performances.

A student who is declared ineligible will have the opportunity each successive 5th day to show they are passing all of their classes. The student is expected to continue practicing with the team but will not dress or participate in any games until they are declared eligible.

To be eligible for activities, students must be present for the entire school day, the day of and day after an event in order to be eligible for the next event. 

Lettering Policy

Coaches/Advisors of extracurricular activities have the right and privilege to issue the Pacelli Varsity “P” or the “LP” to those students who meet the standards for each activity.

Dances

Dances are open to Pacelli students. Students who wish to invite another student who is not currently attending Pacelli must inform the office before the dance. Pacelli administrators may approve or deny the request.

Behavior
Pacelli is invested in the growth of each student. Occasionally it is necessary to discipline a student for inappropriate behavior. It is the hope of that the disciplinary experience will bring the student to a greater level of responsibility.

Expectations of Reasonable and Responsible Conduct

All students at Pacelli are expected to demonstrate Christian and ethical behavior by making positive contributions to the school. Students are expected to comply with school policies and be respectful of individual students, staff and teachers.

A student will exhibit:

1. Respect for the safety of others.

2. Respect for property.

3. Respect for the right of teachers to conduct class without interruption. All students are to be on time for classes and other commitments.

4. A willingness to cooperate with authority in a positive and responsible manner.

5. A willingness to present, by dress and behavior in a positive and appropriate image to the community.

6. Compliance with the dress code.

7. Use of civil language, both written and verbal, at all times.

8. RESPECT FOR ONE’S SELF.

Probationary Procedure / Policy: New/Transfer Student
· Any student transferring to Pacelli High School from another school is required to schedule a parent/student orientation.  He/she will spend one day at Pacelli High School for an informal assessment before acceptance is determined
· All students 9-12 will be admitted on a probationary basis. Students who are currently enrolled Pacelli High School is not considered transfer students. Transfer students will be admitted on a probationary status for 90 attendance days starting with the first day of attendance. Anytime during the probationary period the administrator may: 

1. Remove the probationary status of the student 

2. Extend the probationary status of the student 

3. Dismiss the student from school 

· The Transfer Student form will be completed prior to registration. 

· An evaluation form must be completed by the school last attended. 

· Parents/Guardian must sign a "Permission to Release Records" form requesting records from the previous school. 

· The administrator will conduct an interview with parent(s)/guardian(s) and student. 

· The administrator, coordinator of special services, guidance counselor and other appropriate personnel may contact the former school(s) regarding the student’s educational history. Only students who are in good standing at their prior school will be considered for enrollment. 

· All medical records required by the state and federal government must be in place and on file with the school nurse prior to enrollment and attendance. 

· The student's most recent grades will be reviewed during the personal interview. Other records and grades, which are requested, must be made available within a reasonable period of time. 

· A student who is accepted is expected to keep pace with normal class work. The student and the parents/guardian share in the responsibility of keeping the student progressing at an acceptable class level. 

· The administrator makes the decision regarding enrollment and placement. 

· Non-English speaking students will be treated as transfer students. 

Computer/Internet Use

The use of school computers is a privilege, not a right. The Pacelli Internet Policy will be signed before students may use our computers. Any inappropriate use of our computers may result in the student’s computer privilege being taken away.

Detention

Office Discipline Referral forms may be filled out by teachers for inappropriate behavior conducted by a student. If a teacher or administrator deems it appropriate, detention will be a punishment. Detention will be given per the individual teacher as they deem necessary.

Pacelli Senior High dress code

· At all times a student’s appearance must be appropriate to a Catholic school environment. Any student whose dress appears to circumvent the spirit and intent of the dress code is not in compliance. If students choose not to follow the intent of the dress code, students will either call their parents for a change of clothing to be brought to school to change into or serve a detention.

· Clothes that promote sex, drugs, alcohol, violence and tobacco or those that contain racist or suggestive language are unacceptable.

· All items worn to school must be clean and in good repair. Students are to be clean-shaven. Clothing, hairstyle or jewelry is not to be distracting or disruptive of the educational process.

· Pierced jewelry is limited to the ears only.  A maximum of two earrings per ear may be worn.  No other piercing on the face is allowed – facial piercings must be removed completely during the school day. No visible tattoos are allowed.

· Any item of clothing that is or appears to be an undergarment should not be visible. Hats and sunglasses are not to be worn inside the building.

· Compliance with the dress code is the joint responsibility of the student and the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s).

· Enforcement of the dress code is the responsibility of the teachers and administrators.

· Final interpretation of the dress code will be the responsibility of the Director of Schools.  This ruling will be final.
	ACCEPTABLE
	UNACCEPTABLE

	Pants 
Slacks or corduroy. Capri pants are acceptable as long as they meet all other dress code requirements.
	Pants 
No sweatpants, pajama pants, wind pants, denim jeans or look-alike jeans, leggings, stirrup pants, any apparel with writing on the rear. Pants must fit. Oversized or ill fitting pants are unacceptable.

	Shirts, sweaters, sweatshirts and vests 
Collared shirts must be worn by all students. Pacelli, LP, and AHS (sport in season) logo sweaters/sweatshirts are allowed – if sweater/sweatshirt is removed, a collared shirt must be worn in its place. 
	Shirts, sweaters, sweatshirts and vests
No t-shirts are allowed – all shirts must have a collar with logo/writing not to exceed 2”. All logos/writing must be Pacelli, LP, or AHS (sport in season). No other logos/writing of any nature are allowed. 

	Skirts/Dresses
All skirts/dresses should be no shorter than 2” above the knee. Dresses should have sleeves, be modest and not display cleavage. Hemmed denim jeans skirts with no frays or loose ends are acceptable. 
	Skirts/Dresses
No miniskirts, split skirts, any apparel with writing across the rear. 

	Shorts
Hemmed dress shorts, mid thigh or longer in length. Shorts can ONLY be worn from September-October 15 and April 15-June.
	Shorts
No athletic shorts, denim jean shorts or look- alike jean shorts, any apparel with writing across the rear.

	Footwear
Shoes must be worn at all times. Socks must be worn with shoes. All footwear must have a front and a back. Sandals may be worn in the months of September, May and June ONLY.
	Footwear 
No flip-flops or thong-type shoes. Slippers are not an acceptable footwear choice.

	Hair 
Hair should be of appropriate length and a natural hair color.
	Hair
Hairstyles and hair color that attract undue attention or are distracting. Faddish hairstyles such as mohawks, spiked hair or multi-colored hair are not acceptable.


· Jean passes can be earned (they cannot be purchased) throughout the school year but they are allowed to be used ONLY on Fridays.  Students must turn in the jean pass to the office before advisory period begins that day.
· Jean passes issued to students can only be used by the student whose name appears on the pass.
Pacelli Middle School dress code

	Boys
	Girls

	Pants
khaki, navy, black

Shorts
khaki, navy, black

(can be worn until Oct. 15 and again starting April 15)

Polos
(long or short sleeved, with or without school logo)  

navy, forest, white, maize (yellow)

Button Down Dress Shirt

white, light blue, navy, forest, maize (yellow)
Fleece Jacket (with logo) 

navy, black, forest

Fleece Vest (with logo)
navy, black, forest

Shoes
No flip-flops and shoes must have a back
	Pants
khaki, navy, black

Shorts
khaki, navy, black

(can be worn until Oct. 15 and again starting April 15)

Polos
(long or short sleeved, with or without school logo)

navy, forest, white, maize (yellow)

Button Down Dress Shirt
white, light blue, navy, forest, maize (yellow)

Fleece Jacket (with logo)
navy, black, forest

Fleece Vest (with logo)
navy, black, forest

Shoes
No flip-flops and shoes must have a back
Skirts
khaki, navy, black

(no shorter than two inches above the knee)




· Fridays are Spirit Day. You may wear Pacelli attire with your dress code pants. The last Friday of each month will be a $1.00 Jean Day with the proceeds going to a designated cause each month. 

· Jean Passes can be earned (they cannot be purchased) and they are ONLY allowed on Fridays. 

· Jean passes issued to students can only be used by the student whose name appears on the pass.
· The preferred outfitter is Land’s End for dress code clothing. Logo shirts must come from Land’s End. 

Hazing

Any act committed against a student/faculty that creates any risk of harm to that person or others for any reason will not be tolerated. All complaints will be investigated and appropriate actions taken.

Public Displays of Affection

School is not the place for demonstration of affection. Embracing, kissing, or other activities of this nature are not acceptable. A student involved in such contact will be reminded to cease the action immediately. Possible consequences include detention and notification of parents.

Sexual Harassment

Any unwelcomed advances, requests for sexual favors or other verbal or physical conduct of this nature will not be tolerated. Sexual harassment is strictly forbidden by all students, faculty and staff. All claims will be investigated.

General Information

Appointments/Absences

Parents should call the school to report when their student is absent or has an appointment. Students are not allowed to leave the building without written or verbal permission from a Parent/Guardian. The student must sign out in the main office before leaving. If a student returns to school, he/she is expected to sign in at the main office. If at all possible, appointments should be scheduled outside the school day.

Attendance Policy

The state of Minnesota and the school are concerned with the effect absenteeism may have on a child’s academic success and social development. A student who misses seven days of school or seven class periods or more on seven different days can be charged with truancy (MN Statute 260C.007, sc.19).

An excused absence is when student is ill and the parents have called and notified the school office. If a student is to be excused for an appointment, a note from a parent stating the reason for the absence must be presented to the office prior to the appointment.

A prearranged absence is when a note from parents and dates for the absence from the parent is sent to the office. A prearranged form must be signed by each teacher and turned in to the office before the absence. The student is responsible for any classroom work missed.

All unexcused absences are unacceptable and will result in Parent/Guardian notification and appropriate and immediate consequences.

Bussing

All students are eligible for bus transportation to school if they live more than one mile away. Bus passes and schedules are issued each fall. Transportation is a privilege, not a right (MN Statute 123.801). A student’s eligibility to ride a bus may be revoked for a violation of school bus safety or conduct policies, or for violation of any other law governing student conduct on a school bus. The Austin Catholic Schools administration will support and enforce the code of bus conduct established by the Austin Public Schools and its contracted transportation provider.

Codes

Code Green will be called when an unauthorized person is discovered in the building. These drills are held periodically throughout the school year.
Fire and Tornado Drills

Drills are held periodically throughout the school year. An Emergency Action Procedure manual is posted in each classroom.

Food Service

Our hot lunch program maintains high standards in food preparation. It is available to students at Pacelli for the cost of $2.20 per meal. Hot lunch may be purchased on a daily basis or extended plan. Students are welcome to bring cold lunch as well. Students in grades 6-10 have a closed campus lunch period. Students in grades 9-10 have the option of eating in either the cafeteria or in the Pacelli Student Lounge. Students in grade 11 and 12 have open lunch privileges and may leave the school campus for lunch. They must return to their next class on time. All High School students when not in the cafeteria or the Student Lounge must remain on the first floor.

Health Records

Pacelli is serviced by a Public Health Nurse provided by Mower County.

Lockers

All students are issued lockers. These lockers can be locked if desired. Vandalism, theft and destruction of school or personal property will not be tolerated. Pacelli students are given the opportunity to function on the basis of respect and trust.

Medication Administration

Medications should be administered at home whenever possible. However, some students require administration of medications or medical procedures performed during the school day. The following procedures need to be followed:

1. Parents/Guardians need to bring the medication to school. Office staff will dispense the medicine. A Physicians Order for Medication and a Parent/Guardian Authorization form must be on file.


2. Prescription medications must be provided in an original pharmacy container with a current label.

3. Over the counter medications may be administered if the parents have completed and signed an Administration of Medication form.

Student Lounge Hours

7:30am - 7:55pm

11:59am -12:37pm 

 2:55pm - 3:30pm

Pacelli Office Hours

7:30am - 4:00pm
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